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GIVE THEM ROOTS AND CREATE WINGS

December 2022

Winter Wish List
• Twin mattress pads • Napkins
• New pillows  • Baby gates
• Laundry detergent • Oven cleaner
• Toilet paper

TO DONATE, contact: wendyn@ephgb.org  920-676-3779 

A message of thanks –
As the holiday season is upon us, 

we find ourselves reflecting on the past 

year and those who have supported us 

in providing safety, stability, and solu-

tions for families facing homelessness. 

Our sincere appreciation for the trust 

you placed in us.  May your holidays be 

filled with peace, joy, and love.

God’s blessings in 2023.

Crystal DeCleene
EPH Executive Director

Lisa Maas
EPH Board President

Prevention – the First Line
of Defense

By Matthew Kadlec, Program Manager
  

Her plan was for her and her son to stay in a 
hotel in Green Bay. And her son’s birth father would 
be helping to cover the cost of the hotel room. But 
after checking in she found that she could not get 
ahold of her son’s father and had to use her own 
savings to cover the room. She eventually learned 
Dad would not be helping financially after all.
Having almost depleted her savings she turned 
to the local Aging and Disability Resource Center 
(ADRC) who connected her with EPH.

From the moment I received her call through 
Eviction Prevention, I/EPH acted with a sense of 
urgency knowing that if she and her son were to 
become homeless, living in her car, that it could 
cause a barrier to her employment in late August. 
EPH was able to help keep this mom and her son in 
their hotel room. The mom then used the Hyer app 
to find side jobs that enabled her to pay for the
remainder of hotel stays herself.

I worked with the single Mom and son to pro-
vide case management during this time. And when 
it was time for her to get an apartment, I reached 
out to Forward Services Corporation who provided 
the mother first month’s rent and security deposit.

On September 1, she and her son moved 
into their new home. Soon afterward, the mother
texted EPH to say she was loving her teaching 
job and was thankful for all we had done to help
ensure that she never spent a night on the street. 

  

ephgb.org

Holiday Shopping
If shopping online for gifts this year, please use smile.amazon.com to make your
purchases. It has the same products, prices and shopping features as Amazon.com.
The difference is the AmazonSmile foundation will donate 0.5 percent of eligible
purchases to the charitable organization of your choice. No cost to sign up.
Just select Ecumenical Partnership for Housing as your charity. Thank you!

Year End Tax Deductible Giving
Tax deductible donations can reduce your taxable income. 

Any contribution— of cash or non-cash assets—received by EPH by
December 31 is eligible for a 2022 tax deduction. Consider mak-
ing an end-of-year gift that gives back. Donors like you are vital to 
the continued success of our mission to provide safety, stability and 
solutions for families as they move from homelessness to
self-sufficiency.

Thank you!

This is the story of a 
single mom and 12-year-old 
son who came to Wisconsin 
after fleeing domestic vio-
lence in California. She had 
a job offer to be a teach-
er in a local school district 
starting in late August 2022.



Move-in Day Excitement
By Massiel Mendoza, Case Manager

watch the children get excited about the small-
est things, like having their own lamp. And

The Gift of Time
By Wendy Nasgovitz, Business Manager

In mechanical clocks there are many gears 
that work together to keep the clock ticking with 
time. Volunteers at EPH are like those gears; they 
are all integral parts to keep the mission going. This 
year our volunteers have clocked 1,554 hours and 
there are countless hours that have not been re-
corded. With 36 homes to care for and families filling 
those homes, there are numerous volunteer oppor-
tunities such as painting, cleaning, lawncare, and 
maintenance. Along with the care of the homes 
by interior and exterior coordinators, there are the 
acts of love outside the homes that volunteers ded-
icate their time to as well. EPH has a garden that 

EPH Receives a Home
for Long-term

Supportive Housing
Picture a cute and well-kept three-bedroom 

house in a quiet west-side neighborhood. Now 
imagine that house becoming home for a family 
that is ready to exit transitional housing but is not 
able to secure housing due to limited income, rising 
rental costs, or poor credit scores.

That vision is a reality due to a donation recent-
ly made to Ecumenical Partnership for Housing.

The donor, Peter, first approached Rev. Diane 
Rew, pastor of St. Paul’s United Methodist Church. 
He was familiar with the EPH ministry through his 
membership at St. Paul’s, which has been a Part-
nership Church since 1996.

Peter was drawn to making a gift of real
estate rather than a financial gift.  “This house 
served me for 36 years. By giving it to EPH, the house 
can continue to serve the community as what it 
was built to be and not be reduced to just a com-
modity.” By transferring the property to EPH, Peter’s 
house will provide a home, safety, stability, and a

produces hundreds of pounds of vegetables for 
the families. There are board members, merry meal 
providers, office help, supply coordinators, a fur-
niture coordinator, envelope stuffers, and prayer 
warriors that make up the many gears of EPH. A 
thank you can never express the deep apprecia-
tion we have for all the volunteers who are truly the 
gift of Amazing Grace to all the families we serve!

1 Peter 4:10  “Each of you should use whatever 
gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.”

 

 Welcome!
We are thrilled to welcome Life Church Green Bay 
as our newest partnership church! One of 19 total 
that have pledge their support of the EPH mission to 
move families in Brown County from homelessness 
to self-sufficiency. 

 

neighborhood to serve families as they continue 
their journey toward self-sufficiency.

While this gift is unusual, it is also an expres-
sion of a family commitment to the community.
According to Rev. Rew, “Peter’s late parents
Alton and Bea, longtime members at St. Paul’s, 
were deeply generous in their support of ministries 
of all kinds in our community. Peter has carried on 
that tradition in inspiring ways.”

In accepting Peter’s gift, Crystal DeCleene, 
EPH Executive Director, added, “We feel incred-
ibly blessed to receive such a generous gift that 
will allow us to increase our capacity for housing 
families in our community. This is more than an ad-
ditional house for EPH -- it will be a safe and stable 
home for a family experiencing homelessness, and 
future families after them. The value of such a gift 
is beyond measure and we are truly grateful to be 
able to carry out our mission to one more family at 
a time.”

EPH is actively seeking additional houses for 
this ministry. Donations may consist of any por-
tion of the value of the property. A donation of 
the full value means the entire value of the house 
becomes a tax-deductible gift to EPH. In a partial 
gift, EPH may buy the property at a discounted 
price, and the amount of the discount is the val-
ue of the gift. In both cases, the house itself serves
the community as a home for a local family
overcoming homelessness.

personal space -- the daughter wanted to put 
a “no boys allowed” sign on her door to keep 
her little brother out of her space. Whenever
the job gets hard, it’s good to remember we are
truly making a difference in the lives of the
families we serve.

 My first family move-in
experience was a reminder 
of why we do what we do. 
Mom was crying and feel-
ing very thankful. The kids 
were excited to have their 
own rooms with beds and 
toys too. It was humbling to


