Building Friends
and Fences
By De’Ette Radant, EPH Property Manager

In early spring, EPH was approached by a
neighbor of one of our David Homes (Longterm Supportive Housing). This friendly, older
man wants to get a dog. Before doing so,
he thought it best to have a fenced in yard.
He approached our tenant on the idea and
she put him in contact with EPH. He proposed that he purchase the fence and all
the materials and asked if EPH could build it.

After many false starts, mainly due to our
wet summer, our great volunteers alongside
a couple maintenance staff members were
finally able to have it built. Our new friend
had only one request—to include a gate,
so that he and his neighbor (our tenant)
could still visit. We were happy to oblige.
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It all began as an act of love. A small
group of people seeking to be God’s hand
and feet for homeless families with children.
They demonstrated love through humble
acts of service— donations of time, material
goods and money—to provide shelter and
stability. Today, through love’s transforming power, EPH is making a big difference in
our community, with more than 588 families
served over 26 years.
Here are some of the additional ways that
together we are sharing God’s love with our
families by helping them to overcome some
of the barriers they face on their journey.

Paying off debt

Wish List
As we serve approximately 42 families in transitional and
long-term supportive housing each year, needs arise. If
you’re looking for an easy way to “love” the families, consider donating an everyday necessity from our “Wish List.”
This list is regularly updated and can be found under the
“How To Help” tab on our website:

God Bless You!
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Many times, our families have multiple
past debts and it can be a challenge to improve credit. We developed a program with
Capital Credit Union in which EPH acts as the
guarantor for a client. The client consolidates
their debt under us and has the account in
their own name. The client pays off this single, low-interest rate loan and builds credit at the same time. This service is available
to our long-term supportive housing clients
who work closely with our Property Manager to assess if they are a candidate for the
program and together monitor their success.

Scholarship program
Education can also be a barrier our families face. We offer our HOPE scholarship to
men or women who are or have been residents of EPH. The objective is to offer hope by
providing an opportunity to prosper through
continuing education in three areas: posthigh school education, including a technical
or a four-year college; adults working toward
their GED; and continuing education for certification which leads to increased employability. Scholarship dollars may be used for
tuition, and support services such as books
and software to assist in preparing for tests.
We work in conjunction with The Salvation
Army to determine eligible applicants. Thank
you to the donors who began this program
several years ago!

Merry Meals
This program provides a home-cooked
meal for our transitional housing families
during an illness, new baby or other significant time. This is truly a gift to receive warm,
delicious, healthy meals that can be eaten
as a family, and provide improved mental
and physical health. We work with volunteers
at St. Matt’s who provide this support to our
families. Thank you!

have to do so. Whether you are young or old,
work full-time or part-time, have children or not,
or are retired—we all have time to do a little
something to make a big impact.

Volunteering-an Act
of Love
By Dave Pietenpol, EPH Board President

If there is one constant within the non-profit
world, it’s the importance of volunteers. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, over
62 million people volunteered at least once
in 2015 (the most recent data available). The
data shows women are more likely to volunteer than men, as are people with a four-year
college degree and over the age of fifty-five.
Volunteers are evenly split between those who
volunteered on their own, and those who were
asked.
Why do people volunteer? Common answers include making a difference, to give
back, and belief in a cause. Others volunteer for
the camaraderie. Some begin their volunteer
journey simply because someone asked them.
In the last twelve months, EPH has had 180
volunteers, of which 56 were one-time events
and 124 volunteered on multiple occasions.
EPH, like many non-profits, relies heavily on
volunteers. I can’t emphasize enough the impact of volunteers, and my sincere gratitude
for 180 gifts of time. While I am appreciative
for the time and talents of all volunteers, I’ll
admit I have a soft spot for Unit Coordinators.
Unit Coordinators are often long-time volunteers, put in extra-ordinary hours, and do their
work behind the scenes. It is the Unit Coordinators and their team of volunteers who
lovingly prepare homes for the next families.
Regardless of why or how you began your
volunteer journey, my hope is your journey will
include two elements. The first is a love and
passion for the families with children you serve.
Second, that serving others is, or becomes, an
essential part of your faith journey. EPH has several core values, the last of which is, “EPH provides
an opportunity to put your faith into action.”

Making an Impact
By De’Ette Radant, EPH Property Manager

Helen Keller once said, “Alone we can do
so little, together we can do so much.” These
twelve words beautifully express how every one
of us can make a positive impact in the community. Like most non-profit organizations, EPH,
relies on volunteers. In fact, without volunteers,
we would struggle. I have been here for about
four months and am constantly amazed by the
talents everyone brings to EPH. An organization
that does well at connecting volunteers with
what they like to do is one that cares about its
volunteers.

Alone we can do so little,
together we can do so much.”
Helen Keller
As social people, we strive for connection.
I have volunteered since I can remember. My
commitment stems from a strong desire to connect with those around me. The only way you
can truly know your community is if you interact
with people outside your circle. It’s fascinating
and awe inspiring to share each other’s narrative. Why not learn the stories of others by sharing what you love? I love to read and teach.
So, becoming a tutor at Literacy Green Bay fulfills my desire to share the love of literacy with
others. I know what it feels like to want for food
and basic necessities. Because I have experienced poverty, I have worked in food pantries
and donation centers. I had an absent father
and know the struggles my mom had, so working with families, many single moms, brings life
to all of us.
EPH does a great job in working with people
to find out how they want to contribute; what
they want to share; and how much time they

A Prevention Story
By Holly Keyser, Prevention Case Manager

Javier (not his real name) called EPH and
stated he couldn’t pay his rent, has seven children, and wasn’t sure what to do. He is a construction worker and with the recent record
rain, he hasn’t worked much, so his paychecks
have been small. Because of this he has gotten
behind on his rent. He was very worried about
what would happen to his family. He was offered an appointment the next day with the
EPH Prevention Case Manager.

Upon meeting Javier, he came across as
worried, sincere, and slightly embarrassed to
ask for help. He spoke of working construction
and how he had thought it would be a better
income for him, but found it wasn’t reliable. His
spouse stays home with the children only because the cost of daycare is so high. As the sole
bread winner, he felt he was letting his family
down because the rent, as well as the water
and electric bill were behind.

Javier spoke of his work ethic—working fourteen-hour days cooking at restaurants. He said
he worked so hard that he had to bring three
shirts to the restaurant each day because he
would eventually “sweat through” them. He
said he was leaving construction and planned
to start doing restaurant work again in a couple days. When asked if he wanted assistance
with his water or electric bill in addition to rental
assistance, he declined. He then earnestly explained his plan for getting caught up on those
bills in the next month, once his paychecks from
the restaurant started coming in. Upon looking
at his projected budget, it appeared he would
earn enough income to pay his regular monthly
bills. However, it was also apparent that it would
be impossible for Javier to catch up on the rent
that was overdue.

In phoning Javier’s landlord, information was
collected that there was a good relationship
between tenant and landlord and the landlord
wanted to continue to rent to Javier. With that,
EPH paid for one month of Javier’s rent. Javier
was very thankful, shook hands, and said that
he wished he could do something for us, like
cook us some good food, once he is back on
his feet.

